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Albrecht DŸrerÕs depiction of a witch, c1500.  Image Credit: The British Museum  

DESCRIPTION

European witches were terrifying.  Many of them ate babies, had sex with devils, destroyed crops and, worst of 
all, murdered human souls.  At least that is what their contemporaries believed.  These are just some of the 
apparent reasons why tens of thousands of them were tried and executed, in many cases after being tortured, 
between the years 1400 and 1750.
      This course aims to understand the intellecutal dimensions of this disturbing but fascinating period, known 
pejoratively as the ÒWitch CrazeÓ. To do this, we will try to get inside the minds of persecutors, judges and 
accusers of the Western witch by looking at medieval, renaissance and early modern literature on magic, 
witchcraft and the devil.  A second aim will be to assess this event and the underlying worldview that helped 
shape it philosophically.
      Sample philosophical topics include: faith and reason, skepticism and toleration, miracles and testimony, 
the problem of evil, the ethics of killing, the mind-body problem, free will, justice, feminist critiques of the 
witch hunts, sexual ethics, and the philosophy of death.

Fall and Winter 
T/Th, 1:30-2:30 
P&AB-117 
Course Section: 001

Instructor: Jon P. Marsh  




